CARD PLAYING IN THE UNITED STATES

sional game, solitaire is the game played most frequently
by its devotees. However, more people currently are play-
ing contract bridge regularly than any other card game.
This was determined by the question, " What game did you
play the last time you played cards?"

THE NINE MOST POPULAR CARD GAMES

Although two card games are slightly better known,
contract bridge is by all odds the most popular and is
played by far the most often. It is the favorite card game of
47 per cent of the women and 30 per cent of the men inter-
viewed in the United States.

The nine most popular card games and the percentage of
persons preferring each are

Game

Contract.....

Auction......

Pinochle.....

Rummy......

Five hundred

Poker........

Whist........

Solitaire......

Hearts.......

Women,
per cent

47

18

11

7

6

5

3

Game

Contract.....

Poker.......

Pinochle.....

Auction......

Rummy.....

Five hundred

Whist.......

Hearts.......

Solitaire.....

Men,
per cent

SO
22
21
10

a

4
3

Since contract is past the "fad" stage and the furore over
the game has subsided, some assume that it has slipped.
This study indicates that more bridge is being played to-
day than in 1935, usually considered a banner year, and that
the number of bridge players has also increased consider-
ably. Of bridge players asked, 60 per cent said that today
they play as much as, or more than, they did five years ago.
The surprising social significance of bridge in America is
perhaps best indicated by the frequency with which the
game is played. Among both auction and contract players
questioned, 41 per cent play once a week or oftener and
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